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LOCAL SERVICES
SHOPS:
Marloes Village Store:
Store and Post Office 01646 636968
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The Taberna Shop and Post Office, Herbrandston: 01646 693498
Mon-Fri 8:00 am-6:00 pm, Sat 8:00-12:30, Sun 9:00 am-11:30 am
Post Office: Mon-Sat 9:00 am - 5:30 pm

MOBILE LIBRARY:
Next dates: Friday 24th November.
St. Ishmaels Burgage Green Layby - 10.50 am to 11.20 am Dale - Blue Anchor
Way - 11.35am to 12.05am Marloes - Toilets - 12.15 am to 12.45 am

Contact 01437 776126 or 07774 230200 (van)

MOBILE POST OFFICE:
Tuesday: St Ishmaels 14:00—15:00 Dale 15:15—16:15
Thursday: St Ishmaels 13:00—14:00 Dale 14:15—15:15

FOR HIRE
THE CORONATION HALL AND JUBILEE
SUITE DALE

BOOKINGS: WENDY KEHOE 01646 636721
EMAIL– wendykehoe@yahoo.co.uk

CONTACTS FOR HALL HIRE:
Marloes: Evelyn Goffin 01646
636644
St Ishmaels Memorial Hall:
Yvonne Evans 01636 636251
St Ishmaels Sports & Social Club:
Phil Devonald 01646 636546 or
Adrian Griffiths 07794 259482
Walwyns Castle Village Hall:
Jean Rees 01437 929813

Dear All,
As this is a double issue, I hardly know what to wish you. So here
is a series of good wishes, apply as appropriate.
Happy New Church Year. The start of Advent is the start of a
new church year. We all know the challenges we face right now but
the difficult times must not be allowed to blind us to the good we
have right now and the faithfulness of God. Celebrate it.
Blessed Advent. In among all the busyness of this time may you
find peace and a chance to turn your hearts and minds to the hope
of a world made new and saved. May this turning keep you sane in
among all the glitz, glamour and excess.
All the best for the greenery festival. I hope it goes really well.
Beauty for the dismal times, new life in the dark times, that is the
Christian hope.
Break a leg for the nativity play and carol services. Not too literally please….
Merry Christmas, especially for those of you who, like us, will be
grieving as well as celebrating. Remember that whatever the television says, the meaning of Christmas is not perfect families being
jolly, but that God loved this world and did not wait for us to be
perfect but came to be with us in all our mess, sorrow and joy.
Congratulations Walwyn’s Castle and Robeston West as you celebrate 140 years of being together (with the odd hiccup along the
way). Have a great party!
Happy New Year, may 2018 bring you love and hope and faith and
peace.
Good luck with the diets!
With every blessing to you and yours,
Andrew and Rhaiannon

St Ishmael’s Church
at the Sports Centre

Christmas Carol Party
Wednesday 13th at 7.00pm
Everyone Welcome
Carols, Mince Pies &
Mulled Wine
Featuring the Peninsula Songsters
WALWYNS CASTLE CHRISTMAS EVENTS
Christmas Bingo evening
Wednesday November 29th
At Haverfordwest Cricket Club
Eyes down 8 pm, Great prizes and raffle
A fun evening for all
Christmas carol, Nativity and Christingle service
at St James church, Walwyns Castle
Sunday December 17th at 2.30 pm
Followed by mince pies and mulled wine in the village
hall
Sunday December 24th, Christmas Eve Eucharist service at
St James Church Walwyns Castle at 10 pm, with mulled
wine

Saint Peter’s Church Marloes.

Crib Service
4.00 pm
Christmas Eve
Please join us in our
Christmas celebrations everyone
welcome

MOTHERS’ UNION
A very good evening was spent with Dr Nigel Ford, ‘arm chair’ travelling around
the Holy Land! Nigel showed us places he had visited in Egypt, Jordon, Syria and
Israel - a whistle stop tour of sites associated with Our Lord - only as Nigel pointed out the only one you can absolutely guarantee Jesus visited was the Sea of Galilee! It was fascinating to see places only heard or read of before-the trip to Petra
is not for the faint hearted on either foot or carriage!
December brings with it the usual festive fare, a Christmas lunch, carols and fun,
Whilst January brings the monotony of an AGM much enhanced by a bring and
share supper, chat and company. So if you feel like popping in to see how we operate please do. We meet on the second Tuesday of the month in Marloes Village
Hall at 7.30pm......... Look forward to seeing you there!
For any more information contact Harriet 636668, or Bridget 636274.
We wish members, their families and all readers of Peninsula Papers a
Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

ST ANDREWS CHURCH ROBESTON WEST
is holding an Evening of carols, wine tasting and festive food on

December 1st at 7pm.
Tickets £10, from Geoff Harries, 01646 692736

ALL PROCEEDS RAISED GO TOWARDS CHURCH
REPAIR AND CHURCHYARD MAINTENANCE
From 10am - 12 noon.
A quarterly draw of the
"50 CLUB" will take place at
approx 11:30am

St. Peter’s Church, Marloes
Remembrance Service – About thirty people gathered at the War Memorial to honour those
who had died in both World Wars on Sunday 12th November. The short service was led by
the Rev. Gaynor Ford, with the names of the fallen being read by Mr. Bobby Morgan and the
refrains by Mr. Malcolm Cullen. Wreaths were laid on behalf of the Community by Cllr.
Peter Smithies (Chairman), and on behalf of St. Peter’s by Mrs. Yvonne Evans. A personal
wreath was laid, and crosses placed elsewhere in the churchyard in recognition of those who
served and returned, as well as those who had died. The service was attended by the oldest
ex serviceman, Mr. Ron Keeble proudly wearing his service medals.
Crib Service – On Sunday 24th December at 4pm the Crib Service will be held at St. Peter’s
There will not be another service that day. All community residents, especially children are
warmly invited to attend this half hour service of the retelling of the Christmas story. The
service will be led by the Rev. Gaynor Ford with assistance from others to make this a very
special service. Please make time on Christmas Eve to join together and share the message
of Christmas.
Sunday 14th January – 9.30am. - The usual Eucharist Service will include a remembrance of
the loss of the trawler “Gordon Richards” which was wrecked on the 14th January 1938 – 80
years ago. In particular, there will be a remembrance of the life of Mr. James Arnold Lewis
of Milford Haven lost on that day. In 1990, a window in his name was dedicated by the late
Rev. Peter Davies. The window is to the right of the door and depicts “Christ calming the
Storm”. Members of Mr. Lewis’s family will be present, and it is intended to advertise the
service locally so that anyone else who may be connected with this event can attend. Over
the centuries, there have been many interred in our churchyard whose names were unknown who we can also remember. The service will be led by the Rev. Andrew Johnson.

Moriah Baptist Chapel, Marloes
A warm welcome to all.
Members are looking forward to the United Christmas Service with St. Peter's
Church, Marloes on 17/12/17 at 2:30pm at Moriah. Tea in Marloes Village Hall
afterwards.
William James, Deacon and Treasurer

Getting Ready for Christmas
come along to the
Advent Family Service
Saint James Church Dale
Sunday 3rd December 2017
at 4 pm.

Dale
The November meeting of Dale Community
Council has been postponed to Monday 27th
November and so is beyond the deadline for
this magazine.

Marloes and St Brides
Items under discussion at the November
meeting included the following:Michael James, Marloes Court – The
Chairman drew members attention to the
recent death of Mr. Michael James, formerly
of Marloes Court. Ill health had meant a
move away from the village, but his interest in
the community was maintained until his
death. He kept in touch by phone, and was
visited at Narberth by many from the local
area. His knowledge of times past proved
very helpful when trying to remember who
had farmed where, and what had happened in
certain years. He was very supportive of
local organisations and events not just in Marloes & St. Brides, but also in those occurring
in Dale and St. Ishmaels. After a funeral service at St. Peter’s, Marloes he was laid to rest
in the churchyard.
Planning Matters – NP/17/0613/FUL - 7,
Gaylane Terrace, Marloes – The Council
noted that the proposed works were similar
to those carried out on Airey houses in
neighbouring villages. No comments were
made on the design, but it was felt that the
proposed work will achieve a sustainable improvement, which will bring the building into
the 21st Century.
NP/17/0605/FUL – Shamrolee, Marloes –
Existing garden room on property to be used
as takeaway pizza and pasta kitchen – seasonal and serving home baked food.
(retrospective) It was noted that an existing
building was being used for this enterprise.
The Council had not received any objections
during the time it has been in operation.
Neighbours had been contacted by the applicant, and every effort has been made to avoid
any impact on them. The Council considered
that the business had been a good initiative,
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and provided a service to the community in
the widest sense, used by local residents and
also visitors.
Pembrokeshire County Council – Local
Development Plan2 (LDP2) - Review Report
& Delivery Agreement Consultation. The
consultation will run from Thursday 9th November to Friday 5th January. Relevant document can be accessed on https://
www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/have-your-say
under Current Consultations. Contact No.
01437 764551, ldp@pembrokeshire.gov.uk.
Please note this is not a consultation on the
Pembrokeshire Coast planning area.
Runwayskiln/National Trust - The Council was advised that a lease has been offered
to a young couple who will be operating the
cafe and providing accommodation at the site.
Rubbish/Dog Fouling – Fewer problems
this month. Rubbish is being left at the Marloes Sands car park alongside the Coastal
rubbish bins. It was agreed that the bags of
beach litter collected by Dave Pomfrey and
Cllr. Jessop should be brought back to the
village to deter others from leaving bags of
litter in that area.
Financial Payments & Annual Donations
Clock Tower – Cllr. Smithies had arranged
for Smiths of Derby to undertake a maintenance check on the Clock Mechanism as well
as inspecting the night silencing facility which
had been faulty in recent weeks. The latter
mechanism had been removed for checking in
the workshop. A payment for the annual
service of £279.60p was approved – VAT of
£46.60 will be reclaimed. The Council does
receive a private donation of £100 towards
this work.
Wales Audit Office – Audit Fee – Payment of
£141.75p was approved.
Royal British Legion – Wreath/Donation –
Payment of £20 was approved.
Christmas Lights – It was noted that the ex-
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isting lights used on the Clock Tower can
be used again this year. Members agreed
that up to £50 can be spent on a new light
or lights to add to the display.
Annual Donations – The meeting approved the payment of the following:Marloes Village Hall - £570; St. Peter’s
Churchyard - £40; St. Bridget’s Churchyard
- £40; Peninsula Papers - £50; The Samaritans – £20 and Paul Sartori - £10.
Highway Matters – It was noted that a
contractor had cleaned out an area upstream at Mullock Bridge junction. Clerk to
ask the County Council to clean out the
gutter opposite, and also have the culvert
under the road cleaned by the gully sucker.
20mph – Mr. Ben Blake (PCC Highways)
has provided the Council with the results of
the speed check undertaken in the village.
He is now proposing that a 20mph is introduced as a pilot project in Marloes as a
rural community, with funding from the
Commissioners Community Funding programme. County Cllr Reg Owens has given
his support, but it will require approval
from Dyfed Powys Police. The 20mph
would be within the 30mph limit, and will
be subject to the formal process of a traffic
order.
Clock Tower Lane – Cllr. Johnson reported that there is a branch overhanging
the footpath. Cllr. Smithies advised he will
check whether it can be removed easily, or
whether he needs to contact the County
Council.
Amazon Prime – It was noted that following the selection of Marloes as a small
community in Wales making use of Amazon
Prime that Barcroft Media had filmed and
recorded in and around the Village Shop as
part of the Amazon 10 year celebration.
Copies of the pictures had been displayed
on the relevant website, and also in the
local press. Letters had been sent to most
households in the village of Marloes offering

free Amazon Prime for a year.
Next Meetings – The next meeting of the
Council will be held on Monday 11th December 2017, and it is likely that the meeting in January 2018 will be on Monday 8th,
both starting at 7.30pm. Local electors of
the Community are welcome to attend, and
may address the meeting at the invitation of
the Chairman.

St Ishmaels
Matters discussed at the meeting on 13th
November include:
Trees at 14, Burgage Green Road:
This seems to have been resolved.
Memorial hall external repairs: In view
of the decision last meeting to sell the hall,
the clerk reported that he had not pursued
this any more.
Redundant BT kiosk: As the defibrillators had now been installed in the village,
there was no longer a perceived use for the
kiosk. The clerk to enquire about selling it.
Cemetery Gates: The clerk had enquired of PCC about the progress of repairs. He had been assured that the gates
were in the process of being repaired. No
date was yet given as to their reinstatement.
Moss on the paths in Lindsway Road:
The clerk to enquire about the cleaning of
this together with Stuarts Lane.
MEMORIAL HALL: The clerk had met
on site with Joanne Owen from Messrs.
Owen and Owen and correspondence from
her with advice about the sale of the hall,
together with advice from PCNP that had
been sought by the clerk and Cllr Everett,
had been circulated to council members.
Correspondence from the Llewellin family
of Trewarren was also read out. It was considered that the best option would be to
put the hall in the hands of estate agents for
sale. Proceeds would then be used, in the
first place, to create a new memorial incorcontinued on next page
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porating the stonework from the wall of
the hall. It was understood from the correspondence from PCNP that the Parks Planning Authority had a policy already extant
concerning redundant village halls as “Rural
Centres” and this was that the priority was
given to any applications from purchasers
which would involve the provision of affordable housing or the creation of a facility that offered employment opportunities,
e.g. a workshop or similar. Cllr John, who
had been involved with the hall since its
last refurbishment forty years ago, made a
plea that the memorial element of the
building was not to be lost; this was understood and agreed by all. It was decided that
we should consult further with Owen and
Owen about the best ways of selling the
building for the highest price possible. It
was also agreed that, because of the inevitable costs which would affect the final
amount available to the community, the
Council should not be involved itself as
agent of any sale or possible demolition.
In order to provide the village with a
chance for comment, it was decided to
publicise the decisions concerning the hall
by poster.
Road Words: It was noted that there had
been recent work by Welsh Water and
PCC in the village. The clerk had been informed that work to finally resolve the
leakage in Trewarren Road was to be
“effected in two weeks time” (sic). We

await progress with eagerness!
Local Development Plan:
Extensive documents from PCC was
presented by the clerk and it was
agreed to circulate these to councillors
via Email.
Pembs. Assoc. of Local Councils:
A letter from PALC reporting that an
amalgamation with One Voice Wales
(OVW) was being effected and that OVW
was to subsidise one year’s subscription
from local councils. It was decided to continue with our yearly subscription so that
we could avail ourselves of the help of
PALC, when or if, necessary but that we
review our membership at subscription
renewal date.
Any other business:
It was reported that the public lavatories
by the sports ground had been vandalised
at the time of the recent bonfire night.
They were now closed for the winter period. The clerk said that the recent cheque
issued to PCC for the maintenance of the
facilities had been lost (in County Hall) and
that he could not cancel the cheque as he
did not yet have the authority according to
Barclays. Cllr. Clive offered to get the bank
to cancel the cheque and another one was
duly signed. (This has been presented to
County Hall by hand!)
Next Meeting: Monday, 15th January,
2018

THE ANNUAL MARLOES SANDS MIDWINTER BEACH
CLEAN
st
Sunday 31 December 2017
Meeting at Marloes Sands Car Park 09.15, setting off for beach
09.30
ALL TAKE PART AT OWN RISK
Under 16s must be accompanied

December 2017 and
January 2018 Diary
DECEMBER
Fri
1 1400 Coastlands CP School, Christmas Fair.
Fri
1 1900 Carols, wine tasting and festive food at St Andrews Church, Robeston
West
Sat
2 1000 Christmas Fayre, Marloes Village Hall
Wed 6 1900 Film Club, Coronation Hall, Dale
Fri 8 - Sun 10 1000 -1600 Foliage Festival, Dale, Marloes, St Ishmaels and St Brides
Churches
Sat
9 1400 Dale Fort Wildlife Watch, Christmas Decorations
Mon 11 1930 Dale Community Council, Jubilee Suite
Wed 13 1900 St Ishmaels Church Carol Party, S&S Club
Wed 13 1930 Film Club, Coronation Hall, Dale
Fri
15 1830 Dale Village Carol Singing, meet at the Coronation Hall
Sat 16 2030 Dale Yacht Club Christmas Party
Sun 17 1430 St James Church, Walwyn’s Castle, Christmas carol, nativity and
Christingle service
Sun 17 1800 Marloes Village Carol Singing, meet at the Lobster Pot
Sat 23 1500 - 1700 Childrens’ Christmas Party, Marloes Village Hall
Sun 24 1600 Crib Service, St Peters Marloes
Sun 24 1600 Crib Service, St James Dale
Sun 24 2200 Christmas Eve Eucharist Service, St James, Walwyns Castle
Sun 24 2230 Midnight Mass, St James Dale
Sun 31 0915 Marloes Sands Midwinter Beach Clean, meet at the Car Park
JANUARY
Sat
6 1830
Mon 8 1930
Mon 15 1900
Tue 16 1930
Wed 17 1930
Sat
Sun

Twelfth Night Celebrations, Dale Coronation Hall
Dale Community Council, Jubilee Suite (likely date)
St Ishmaels Community Council, Memorial Hall
Mothers Union AGM followed by Bring & Share, Marloes Village Hall
Coastlands Local History Group, “Skomer - people, place and history” by
Mike Alexander, Marloes Village Hall
20
Quiz and Curry Night at the St Ishmaels S&S club.
28 0900 Dale Fort Citizen Science Group - learn about seaweed.

*** Please also see the adverts for the various clubs and pubs for details of their events ****
It is the responsibility of each organisation to inform the editor of events
for inclusion in the diary.

Please note the new email address for contributions to
Peninsula Papers. It is PenPapersPembs@gmail.com.

HE - Holy Eucharist
MP - Morning Prayer

2.30pm Christmas Na:vity 10.00pm Midand service
night Mass

11.00am HE

11.00amHE 11.amHE
9.30am HE 11.00am MP

St Brides
Robeston West

9.30am HE

Dec 25th

11.00am HE
6.00pm Carol
Service
9.30am HE
10.00am HE

4.00pm Crib
Service
6.00pm Carol 11.30 Midnight
Service
Mass

St Ishmaels

Walwyns Castle 11.00am HE 11.00amMP

Dec 24th

9.30am HE
2.30pm Chapel 4.00pm Crib
Carol Service Service

Dec 17th

7.00pm Carol
Party Sports
11.00am HE 11.00am HE Club
11.00am HE

Dec 13th

Dale

9.30am HE

Dec 10th

4.00pm
Family Service
9.30am HE

Marloes

Dec 3rd

11.00am HE

Dec 31st

December Services

January Services
January 7th January 14th January 21st January 28th
Marloes
Dale
St Ishmaels
St Brides
Robeston West

9.30am HE
9.30am HE

9.30am HE
11.00am HE
11.00amHE 11.amHE
9.30am HE 9.30am HE

9.30am HE
9.30am HE
11.00am HE
11.00am Patronal
11.00am MP 9.30am HE
11.00am Messy
Church

Walwyns Castle 11.00am HE 11.00amHE
HE - Holy Eucharist
MP - Morning Prayer

MARLOES – CAROL SINGING ROUND THE VILLAGE
SUNDAY 17TH DECEMBER
Meeting outside the Lobster Pot at 6 pm; please bring torches.
All are welcome; U16s accompanied, please.
Listen out for us, everyone: PLEASE DON'T
HAVE YOUR TELLY TOO LOUD!
Pat Krelle Chris Jessop

CAROL Singing around DALE
Friday 15th DECEMBER
Starting at CORONATION HALL
6.30pm
Carolling around the village
With The COMMUNITY CHOIR
Finish with MULLED WINE and MINCE PIES!

Organised by St James Church, Dale

ALL WELCOME

Film Club
Autumn Season
Doors open 7 pm
Films start 7.30 pm

***WEDNESDAYS***
Corona0on Hall, Dale
Admission free

Refreshments

Donations welcome

06 Dec 1966 historical drama with Paul Schofield.
13 Dec 1941 Joel McCrea in comedy about Hollywood movie making.
A Spring Season of ﬁlms will be star:ng on 24th Jan 2018.
Email rosemary.meck@gmail.com to be added to our mailing list.

Spice Of Life Variety Concert for The Alzheimer’s Society
October 28th, Dale Coronation Hall
THANK YOU!!!
Including some much-appreciated donations from people who couldn't come but
nevertheless wanted to contribute, the total proceeds were £912; we are so
grateful to everyone who helped raise money for a cause which is important to
both of us.
A huge thank-you to all who came, and everyone involved – whether helping with
preparations, performing, working back stage or front of house during the event,
catering, or getting stuck in with the tidy-up afterwards. This entertainment was
a great success as a true variety show of a consistently high standard: our younger performers Izzy, Sophie, and Louis were all so well rehearsed and really engaged with the audience; a special acknowledgement is also due to the “long
haul” musicians who drove all the way down from London.
Anne Meeke Chris Jessop

" Peninsular Songsters"
director EMMA HALLS
IF you love singing and a bit of a social come
and join our friendly group on Tuesday nights at
Marloes hall 7.30PM
( REFRESHMENTS INCLUDED)
First visit free.

Coastlands Local History Group (CIO)
Dr Toby Driver and Dan Hunt gave us a fascinating and technical insight into the new project –CHERISH—the Royal Commission of Ancient and Historic Monuments of Wales are
undertaking with other organisations. The project hopes to chart the Culture, Heritage and
Environment of Reefs, Islands and Headlands to asses the damage brought about by weather
and to see if links can be made to global warming. The latest technology allows for some
fascinating detail to be shown - 3D pictures, outlines of wrecks as they lie on the sea bed,
erosion of our headlands. Toby was keen to forge links with groups in areas where they are
working so the study can tap into already known local knowledge. The Royal Commission,
with PLANED are hoping to set up am inaugural meeting here in our area in the new year
to get the ball rolling, so watch this space!
This brings the 2017 programme to an end. We look forward now to starting up again in
January with an illustrated talk by Mike Alexander on “Skomer – people, place and history”
in Marloes Village Hall on Wednesday 17th Jan. You may remember Mike when he was warden on Skomer, more worryingly, he may remember you! We look forward to seeing many
Merlin Theatre
of you there as you come to renew your memPembrokeshire
bership at the same time! Some of you could
College
be coming to join for the first time!
Haverfordwest
We, at Coastlands Local History Group, wish
Full programme :
you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
www.haverfordwest-film-society.org.uk
New year.
11TH JAN MANCHESTER BY THE SEA

Domestic Goddess
~ Est 2011

All daily chores & jobs covered including Cleaning, Ironing, Laundry,
Shopping & helping with pets.
(if there’s anything I can do to make
your day easier, just ask)

Also available to clean Rental
Properties, Holiday Lets, Caravans,
Shops etc. Fully insured &
references available
£15 for 1 hour or £12.50 per hr for
2 or more hours
Email Paula on:
Domesticgoddess.meriden
@gmail.com
Tel: 07704788728

2016 USA Dir: Kenneth Lonergan
When Lee’s brother passes away he is left as
the guardian to his 16 year old nephew. His
subsequent return to his hometown and past
re-opens the wounds of an earlier unspeakable tragedy.
18TH JAN THINGS TO COME 2016
FRANCE Dir: Mia Hansen-Love
Natalie, a philosophy teacher, divides her
time between her family, former students
and possessive mother. When her husband
announces he is leaving her for another
woman she has an opportunity to re-invent
herself.
25TH JAN JACKIE 2016 USA Dir: Pablo
Larrain
A searing and intimate portrait of one of the
most important and tragic moments in
American history. Seen through the eyes of
the iconic First Lady, the film places us in
her world in the days following the assassination as she fights to protect her husband’s
legacy.

Adults £4.50 Students £2.50
Show starts 7.30 pm Bar opens 6.45pm

Preparing for Christmas with foliage displays inspired by some of the Carols we
love to sing during the Christmas Season.
In

St James, Dale - ADVENT
St Bridgets, St Brides – CHRISTMAS
St Peters, Marloes - EPIPHANY
St Ishmaels , Monk Haven –THE CAST OF CHRISTMAS
All Churches Open for Viewing on

8th, 9th, 10th December
10.00am — 4.00pm
Light Refreshments will be available in
each church
Admission Free

Interested in nature, conservation or identification skills?
Join Dale Fort’s Citizen Science group to help test out methods for surveying the
amazing world around us.
No experience needed, just come along to improve your ID skills and see what
wonderful creatures Pembrokeshire has to offer.
We meet once a month on the last Sunday of the month. Come along and be a part
of an evaluative study into citizen science surveys.
Join us on January 28th at 9:00am for a ramble along the rocky shore to learn
all about seaweed!
Contact Fiona Day at Dale Fort on 01646 363205 or email fionad.pb@field-studiescouncil.org for more information or to book.

CRIB SERVICE
ST JAMES CHURCH
CHRISTMAS EVE, 4.00 pm
All shepherds, angels, cows & sheep
are very welcome!

IN AID of the CORONATION HALL

TWELTH NIGHT CELEBRATIONS!
Come and join us
to
Celebrate/mourn the extinguishing of the Christmas
lights and the end of the Christmas season !!!

SATURDAY 6th JANUARY from 6.30pm
Live Music via SoundzGood,
food provided, BYO drinks
All welcome age no barrier!

Tickets £5.00 under 10s free

THE CRABHALL HUNTER by Chris Jessop
As I drove down Frobisher Lane this morning,
Warm the Autumn sun through my open window,
Strolling the other way there came a cat –
Bracken brown his coat, white-fronted and white-pawed.
He stopped; I halted right alongside,
Recognising him as coming from
That blue-smoking farmhouse down across the vale,
Showing warmly dark against the Haven’s high-tide glint.
I told the cat
He should be more careful where he walked:
This was not a good route for a moggy-saunter,
Allowing that the hunting here might promise well.
Unworried by my engine or my wheels
He, looking green-grey up,
Magnanimously treating me as his equal, twice replied, ‘Miaow!’;
What he meant, of course, I could not tell.
Leaving him tail-curled and pensive there,
To not alarm him, in neutral
I let gravity gradually drift my car away;
What he was thinking, him being a cat, I did not know.
I hope that gingerish Puss will take good care
When in future choosing wayside spots –
The where to stop and stare,
And hark for rustles and faint rodent squeaks…
May all Peninsula cats, when using roads
Observe, each time, the Feline Highway Code!

Beach Clean, West Dale
On Saturday 4th November, 24
volunteers from nearby villages
and further afield joined Keep
Wales Tidy and Neptune’s Army
of Rubbish Cleaners for a beach
clean at West Dale. Following the
recent storms, a large quantity of
plastic had gathered on the
beach, along with several Portuguese Man O’War and sadly, several seal carcasses. Many hands
made light work and before long
28 bags of rubbish had been collected, including 8 bags of rigid
plastics which will be recycled into shampoo bottles through a partnership with
Terracycle. A big thank you to all involved. If you would like to take part in future
cleans or are happy to collect the occasional bag of rubbish whilst at the beach,
please get in touch with Mari Williams mari.williams@keepwalestidy.cymru or
01646 694800
Footnote: On Nov 19th a group from Thomas Picton School carried out a beach
clean at Marloes Sands (8 bags) and West Dale again (2 bags)

The Wales “Badger Found Dead” collection service commenced on the 1
September 2017.
The Wales Veterinary Science Centre will be operating this contract.
If anyone comes across a dead badger carcase they should phone 01970
612374 for further information and instructions.

Pembrokeshire NFU

The Old Stables Heritage Centre
WINTER OPENING
****** THURSDAY *****
10.00am—12 noon.
Closed between Christmas and New Year.
If you wish to visit The Heritage Centre at
any other time please contact Margaret
636295.

St. Ishmaels Sports Club
A very large crowd witnessed one of the best displays of fireworks at the Sports
Club so far. The club would like to thank everyone who bought raffle tickets over
the past twelve months to raise fund for the event.
Many thanks to all these people:
Pat and Emma for providing hot-dogs, soup, teas and coffees and thanks also to the
guys who braved the cold and rain to set the fireworks off.
Anthony Rees (Steward) and Tania Duffield (Assistant Steward) for all their work in
fundraising over the past year.
Mr. Melbourne Williams (cricket) for providing such excellent wickets for both the
first and second cricket teams.
David Tarasconi for marking out the football pitch in all kinds of weather.
Mrs. Marlene Cheshire for running the bingo (every Tuesday) and the whist (every
Thursday). Anyone who is interested please contact Marlene or the Sports Club.
Emily, for her patience in teaching the children to street dance and for taking the
Zumba classes every Wednesday. 4pm to 7pm and 7pm to 8pm respectively. Please
contact Emily on 07852 853988 for further information.
Christmas and New Year Opening Hours
Saturday 23rd December: 12 noon until late with Christmas Raffle being drawn.
Christmas Eve: 12 noon until late.
Christmas Day: 11am until 1pm and 7pm until late.
Boxing Day: 12 noon until late with pool, darts and crib tournaments.
Wednesday 27th and Thursday 28th December: 4.30pm until late.
Friday 29th December: 1pm until late with kiddies party 2pm to 4pm.
Saturday 30th December and Sunday 31st December: 12 noon until late.
New Year’s Day: 12 noon until late with Glyn Thomas Disco 2pm to 4pm.
Normal hours resume on Tuesday 2nd January. Come and enjoy Sky Sports on the
big screen and free WiFi.
Another Quiz and Curry Night will be held on Saturday 20th January.
Club Membership Fees are due in January: Single £3.00, couples £5.00.
Club members and guest would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year. Thank you for your continuing support.

Grebes
As I write this on November 19th there is a
smart, and quite tame, Slavonian Grebe on the
pools at Pickleridge. “A what?” I hear you cry.
It’s true, the Slavonian Grebe is not a bird on
most non-birdwatchers’ radar, but they are
regular, though scarce winter visitors to Pembrokeshire. This bird is in winter plumage, and
looks quite a lot like a Dabchick but it is grey and white with a black cap and silvery sides
and is just a bit bigger and slimmer looking. It is also much tamer than the Dabchicks on the
pools, which are always very keen to move away as soon as they spot a human or a dog. Of
course, Dabchicks are a type of grebe too – their correct name being Little Grebe.
All grebes have distinct summer and winter plumages.
The Slavonian Grebe looks resplendent in summer, with
a black and dark red body and brilliant gold head
plumes, giving rise to their American name of Horned
Grebe. You would generally have to travel some distance to see this though – a few breed in Scotland but
most breed in Scandinavia, Russia and Canada. The
Scottish breeders are not doing too well – their nests
suffer from wave damage and predation, and unfortunately they are decreasing throughout their range for reasons that are unclear.
The Great-crested Grebe, a larger relative of the Slavonian, is not a very common bird in
Pembrokeshire. They are more frequent in the winter when they can be seen on large water-bodies and in in sheltered bays, at which time they look something like a very large version of a Slavonian Grebe. In the summer, they acquire the fabulous head plumes and collar
which were almost the cause of their demise – they were hunted almost to extinction in
Europe so that Edwardian ladies could put the plumes, and in some cases, the whole head,
of a grebe on their extravagant hats.
Below: Extract from a plume catalogue
This was not just a European problem - by 1900,
more than five million birds were being killed every
year in the USA to satisfy the hat plume trade. Such
excesses eventually led to the formation of the RSPB
and equivalent organisations in the USA.
Since the early 20th century the Great Crested
Grebe population has increased substantially, helped
by the formation of new lakes from ex-gravel pits.
However, they are not a common breeder in Pembrokeshire – we probably don’t have enough of the
right kind of lake - and they only regularly breed at Rosebush. This is a shame as they have
a very elaborate courtship display which is well worth seeing.
Rosemary Royle

ABSOLUTE COPY DEADLINE FOR THE

February ISSUE IS
Sunday 21st January 2018
This is your church & community publication - so why not contribute something?

Articles should ideally be no larger then 2/3 A5 page or about 350 words.
Adverts for events should be ideally no more than 1/4 A5 page size or
maximum 1/2 A5 page
Please submit all copy by email or hardcopy to:

For Dale, Marloes & St Brides, Walwyns Castle: Rosemary Royle: see below
For St Ishmaels & Hasguard: Sandra & Steve Morrell: 2 Mabes Gate, St Ishmaels
SA62 3TL

sandymorrell1@gmail.com Tel: 636 691

ADVERTISING
Rosemary Royle, Orlandon Kilns, St Brides, Haverfordwest, Pembs SA62 3AP
01646 636970 PenPapersPembs@gmail.com
Management Committee: Reverend Andrew Johnson (Managing Editor), Harriet
Bishop (Dale), Richard Neale (St Ishmaels), William Richards (Marloes & St Brides),
Gillian Thorne (Robeston West), Rosemary Royle (Editor)
Copy Editor: Rosemary Royle 01646 636970 PenPapersPembs@gmail.com
Postal Sec.:
Sec Christine Provan: Tel: 01646 636443 (For those who do not live in the
parishes but would like to receive a copy at a cost of £10.00 per year)
Distribution Organisers.:
Organisers Harriet Bishop (Dale) Barbara Black (Marloes) Hilary Orton (St Ishmaels & Hasguard), Mary Lewis (St Brides), Gill Thorne (Robeston West)

ORANGE BAG AND FOOD COLLECTIONS: Every Thursday from 6:30am
(check locally for actual times)
BLACK BAG AND BOTTLES ON these Thursday dates: November 2nd,
16th and 30th, December 14th and 28th, January 11th and 25th

