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Dear All,
The season of mists and mellow fruitfulness is almost over, culminating in
the severe autumn gales we have experienced recently.
The Harvests services were celebrated successfully as well as the Harvest
meals where we had the opportunity not only to give thanks to God for all his
gifts to us but to share together the fruits of the harvest.
Perhaps now our thoughts (dare I say) are thinking about Christmas, even if
we are not the shops certainly are as are television advertisements.
But we have lots to focus on before then. We celebrate All Saints Day on
November 1st. A time to remember the saints from the past and present,
and give thanks for all that they did in the name of Jesus Christ. There are
many hundreds if not thousands of saints so it’s impossible to give each of
them a special day. We are pre -empting it this year with a Family Service
on the 29th October at St Brides Church,
It is also a time to remember those members of our families and friends who
have died. November 2nd is All Souls Day and at St James Church, Dale at
6pm there is a service to remember our loved ones. Please join us not only to
remember them but to give thanks for their lives.
With every blessing
Gaynor

ALL SOULS DAY
Thursday Nov 2nd
St James Church
6.00pm
A service to remember and to give thanks for those who have died
We invite all members of our communities to remember friends and family who
have passed, and to celebrate their lives at this service.
If you are unable to come and would like someone to be remembered please let us
know
Revd Andrew Johnson 01646636966
Revd Gaynor Ford 01646693452

ST ISHMAELS CHURCH NEWS
Many thanks to all who supported our ‘Harvest’ at the Brook Inn and many thanks to Sally
for hosting us.. Our Pet Service this year will be on 26th November in Church at 11.00am ~
see notice.
Please make a note in your diaries of the 13th December which will be our Carol Party at the
Sports Centre.
Richard Neale

St Brides Church
All Saints Day Family Service
Come and join us Sunday 29th October at
11.00 am for Crafts, songs and stories

ST ANDREWS CHURCH
ROBESTON WEST

Pet Service
St Ishmael’s
Church
26th November
11.00

is holding an Evening
of
carols, wine tasting and festive
food
on

December 1st at 7pm.
Tickets £10,
from Geoff Harries, 01646
692736
Walwyns Castle
Christmas Bingo evening
Wednesday November 29th ,
At Haverfordwest Cricket Club
Eyes down 8 pm,
Great prizes and raffle
A fun evening for all

MOTHERS’ UNION
We are indebted to Joanne Wood for a fascinating and informative talk on all things to do
with Vision. It was extremely kind of her to fit us in on this visit as she had a very busy
schedule. It was very encouraging to see so many others coming along to listen and learn
from what she had to say. We now move on in the programme and travel with Nigel Ford
to the Middle East. Joan and Ira will be providing tea and we look forward to another
stimulating evening on the 14th November.

The Mothers’ Union welcomes all, and despite the name you do not have to be a
mother—or a woman! If you feel like popping in to see how we operate please
do. We meet on the second Tuesday of the month in Marloes Village Hall at
7.30pm...Look forward to seeing you there!
For any more information contact Harriet 636668, or Bridget 636274.
'Saturday brunch ' November 18th
in Walwyns Castle village hall
“POP UP” BREAKFAST CAFÉ!
Open 10.00 am, last orders 11.30am
.
Choose from our varied menu
or simply enjoy a coffee and a chat.
Dietary requirements catered for .
Proceeds to church funds

The Prize winners in the September
draw for the Marloes and St Brides
50 Club were:
1st Prize £110 – Valerie Wilson
2nd Prizes £55 – Derek Lister,
Doreen Duffy, Geoffrey Lewis
3rd Prizes £30 -Margaret Evans,
Michael Jones, Hilary Anderson

ALL PROCEEDS RAISED GO TOWARDS CHURCH
REPAIR AND CHURCHYARD MAINTENANCE
From 10am - 12 noon.
A quarterly draw of the
"50 CLUB" will take place at
approx 11:30am

Moriah Baptist Chapel, Marloes
A warm welcome to all.
Members are looking forward to the United Christmas Service with St. Peter's
Church, Marloes on 17/12/17 at 2:30pm at Moriah. Tea in Marloes Village Hall
afterwards.
William James, Deacon and Treasurer

Remembrance Service – St. Peter's, Marloes
The community of Marloes & St. Brides is invited to attend the Remembrance Service to be held on Sunday 12th November at the War
Memorial. The short service will follow on from the 9.30 am church
service, and will commence at approximately 10.20am. All are welcome to attend the service and/or join the congregation at the Memorial. A wreath will be laid within the church in memory of the many
Polish airmen of 304 Squadron who died flying out of RAF Dale. At
the War Memorial we will remember the eleven men of the two parishes who died during the 1st World War, and the three men who died
from the 2nd World War. Wreaths will be laid on behalf of the Community by the Chairman of the Community Council, and also on behalf of the Parochial Church Council. Wreaths and memorial crosses
can also be laid by family and friends.
In 2017, we are particularly remembering :Private Albert Earnest Owen, son of James & Mary Owen of Marloes,
who died on 30th April 1917 at Ypres. He was 30 years old, and is
buried at Fenne-Olivier Cemetery, Belgium.
Capt. The Hon. Cecil Edwardes, son of William Edwardes, 4th Baron,
Lord Kensington and his wife Grace Elizabeth, husband of Marie
Louise Edwardes. He was killed on the 20th November 1917 during
the Battle of Cambrai. He was 41 years old, and has no known grave,
and so he is remembered on the Cambrai Memorial, Louverval.
“They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.”

Dale
There was no October meeting of Dale
Community Council.
The next Community Council meeting
will be held Monday 13th November at
7pm in the Jubilee Suite, Dale Coronation Hall. Residents are encouraged to
attend Community Council meetings
and, with the permission of the Chairman, may address the meeting.

Marloes and St Brides
Items under considera2on at the
October mee2ng included the
following:Planning Ma ers – Since the
last mee2ng, NP/17/0613/FUL
for Replacement Porch, altera2ons to fenestra2on & external
cladding at 7, Gaylane Terrace
has been received and will be
discussed at the next mee2ng.
County Council Ma ers – Noted
the gully sucker has been in the
Community area, but the drain
at Mullock Bridge junc2on is yet
to be cleaned. Responses awaited on the 20mph, and the Glebe
Lane surface. Noted that the
County Council had recently adver2sed a Scheme to bring 141
separate Traﬃc Regula2on Orders (TRO) into one Order.
Runwayskiln/Na onal Trust –
The Council understands that
the lease for the Cafe/
Accommoda2on complex has
been oﬀered to an applicant
aDer several par2es were interviewed. Work on the buildings is
nearing comple2on.

Community Councils
Household Rubbish – Fewer
problems this month. Holiday
homes/lets are urged to have
arrangements in place for liEer
to be put out on the right days –
see dates in Peninsula Papers
and also on the County Council
website.
Dog Fouling Reports - see details below:Pembrokeshire County Council
01437 764551
tom.hayes@pembrokeshire.gov.
uk - Environmental Health
oﬃcer
Dogcontrol@pembrokeshire.gov.uk Dog Warden Team
Village Green – The Chairman
read out a leEer received from
Mr. P. Groves in respect of the
applica2on to de-register a por2on of the Village Green. It was
noted that changes in both UK
and Welsh Government legisla2on has meant that believed
“mistakes” in the original 1967
Registra2on process can be challenged. ADer discussion, the
Council agreed to make a representa2on in respect of the process, and will seek further advice
on what is meant by cur2lage in
this applica2on.
Na onal Park ma ers - Clerk to
ask the Na2onal Park Ranger to
aEend a future mee2ng to discuss problems in the parking area near St. Brides church. A vehicle parked recently across the
access path to the Church, making wheelchair access impossible

Community Councils
if this had been required. Clerk
to check status of the path that
goes through the Churchyard.
The Council also wishes to ask
for beEer signpos2ng of the
path across the airﬁeld, as this
route is beEer for walkers than
use of the B4327.
Badger found Dead Survey –
contact number to report is
01970 612374.
Audit 2016/17 – This process
has now been completed. Clerk
has received assistance from
former councillor Sandra BurneE with the PAYE procedure.
Further advice from One Voice
Wales to be sought on the Register of Interests for Councillors.
Tithe Map, Marloes Hall – The
Council approved the dona2on
of £100 to the Hall CommiEee
towards the framing of a copy
of the Tithe Map donated by
Coastlands Local History Group.
This money had been received
from Mr. & Mrs J. McRitchie of
Northern Ireland as a thank
you for holidays spent in this
area.
Clock Tower – Cllr. Smithies advised that he had iden2ﬁed and
repaired the problem which
had stopped the clock from
chiming for a few weeks. Members agreed that the pain2ng of
the louvres may need to be delayed un2l the Spring.
Next Mee ng – The next
mee2ng of the Council will be
held on Monday

13th November at Marloes Village Hall star2ng
at 7.30pm. Local electors of
Marloes & St. Brides are welcome to aEend, and may address the mee2ng at the invita2on of the Chairman
St Ishmaels
Memorial Hall: Prior to the Community Council meeting, the future
of the hall was discussed with members of the Hall Committee who
were present. Various options were
discussed as how best to move forward, but the decision would be
made by the Trustees of The Memorial Hall. Whatever was to be decided about the future of the building, it
was agreed that the emotional attachment to Remembrance must be conserved in some way
Livestock on Coast path: a solution
appears to be in sight.
Trees in Burbage Green: concerns
were raised over threats to fell an
Elm tree in Burbage Green because
of interference with a street light and
the 'problem of fallen leaves'. There
was a query as to whether there was
any covering 'tree policy' of the
Community Council. No policy exists. Cllr. Linda said she had already
had been in correspondence over the
perceived problem and would pass
over the relevant emails to the Clerk.
continued on next page

Community Councils
It was established that the light was
the responsibility of PCC. who will
be approached on the matter.
Defibrillator: It was noted that two
resuscitators had now been installed in the village; one on the
Memorial Hall wall and the other at
the sports ground.

Date of Next Meeting: Monday
November 13th at 7.00pm. Any
member of the community may attend and address the meeting with
the permission of the Chair.

GUNPOWDER, TREASON AND PLOT
‘A planned bomb attack by religious extremists on a strategic site in central London
has been foiled by the security services, acting on secret intelligence. Eight men have
been arrested and charged.’ That could be a story from yesterday’s newspaper, but in
fact (as astute readers may have guessed) it’s an account of an event over 400 years
ago which will be marked with thousands of bonfires up and down the land this
month. On 5th November 1605 a man called Guy Fawkes was discovered with something like 36 barrels of gunpowder in a crypt underneath the House of Lords on the
day of the State Opening of Parliament. He was apprehended, and under torture revealed the names of his co-conspirators, all Roman Catholics intent on assassinating
the king, James 1, and restoring a Catholic monarchy to England. It’s that event which,
through the murky mists of time, we commemorate with fireworks, bonfires and - yes
-‘guys’ on 5th November every year. We are all too aware, however, that terrorism,
bombs and assassination attempts are still very much part of contemporary life. There
are people in today’s world who misguidedly believe that they are doing God’s will by
killing those who do not share their religious practice or political beliefs. Fawkes and
his friends, with the kind of indifference to risk which modern terrorists also display,
were fanatically committed to their cause. They, and their modern counterparts, are a
reminder that while faith is a wonderful thing; religious fanaticism is a dangerous delusion and violence of this kind is never the best answer to injustice . ‘Love your enemies,’ said Jesus. Then there’s a good chance you’ll change them, and in changing them
you may change history.

October2017
Diary

OCTOBER
Sun 29 11.00 All Saints Day Family Service, St Brides.
Tues 31 18.00 Halloween, Dale yacht Club
NOVEMBER
Thurs 2 18.00 All Souls Service, Dale
Sat
4 1830
Fireworks at St Ishmaels S&S Club
Sat
4
Fireworks at Dale
Wed 8 19.00
Film Club, Coronation Hall, Dale
Fri 10 19.00
Race Night, Coronation Hall.
Sat 11 14.00
Dale Wild Life Watch Group, Dale Fort.
Sat 11 20.00
Quiz and Curry night at the S&S Club
Mon 13 19.00
Dale Community Council, Jubilee Suite, Dale
Mon 13 19.00
St Ishmaels Community Council meeting.
Mon 13 19.30
Marloes Community Council meeting, Marloes Village Hall.
Wed 15 19.30
History Group talk, Marloes Village Hall.
Fri 17 19.00 Children in Need Quiz, Dale Yacht Club.
Sat 18 10.00 Brunch at the Pop-Up café in Walwyns Castle Village Hall
Tues 21 19.30
“Silent World” Dale WI Open evening, Coronation Hall
Sun 26 13.00 Winter Fair, St Ishmaels S&S Club
Mon 27 19.00 St Ishmaels Forum meeting, The Brook Inn
Wed 29 18.30
Dale Community Forum AGM Jubilee Suite, Coronation Hall
Wed 29 19.00
Film Night, Coronation Hall, Dale
Wed 29 20.00
Bingo, Haverfordwest Cricket Club
DECEMBER
Fri 1 14.00
Coastlands CP School, Christmas Fair.
Sat 2 10.00
Christmas Fayre, Marloes Village Hall
Wed 6 19.00
Film Club, Coronation Hall, Dale
Fri 8 - Sun 10 10-16.00 Foliage Festival, Dale, Marloes, St Ishmaels and St Brides
Churches

It is the responsibility of each organisation to inform the editor of events
for inclusion in the diary.

Please note the new email address for contributions to
Peninsula Papers. It is
PenPapersPembs@gmail.com.
The old one will still work but may suffer delays.
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Wednesday Service - All, from across the parishes, are welcome to attend the short half hour service of Morning Prayer held in Marloes at 9am on Wednesday mornings except during school holidays. The service includes
a short period for quiet reflection, and is usually led by Father Andrew. If you have not been to a Church service for a while, this simple service may provide an opportunity to restart your Christian journey

R - Remembrance

11.00am HE

St Brides
11.15am HE

11.00am HE

St Ishmaels

HE - Holy Eucharist
MP - Morning Prayer
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9.30am HE

10.55am Memorial
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6.00pm All Souls 9.30am HE

9.30am HE + R

November 12th November 19th November 26th

Marloes

November 2nd November 5th

November Services

Film Club
Autumn Season
Doors open 7 pm
Films start 7.30 pm

***WEDNESDAYS***
Admission free

Refreshments

Dona ons welcome

08 Nov

Michael Caine chaPng up the birds in 1966 comedy drama.
(Cert:15)
29 Nov Classic 1949 Bri2sh comedy based on a Compton Mackenzie novel (make mine a double!!) Will show aDer Forum AGM.)
06 Dec 1966 historical drama with Paul Schoﬁeld.
13 Dec 1941 Joel McCrea in comedy about Hollywood movie making.
Email rosemary.meck@gmail.com to be added to our mailing list.

For Sale
Makita electric chain saw.
Hardly used. Complete
with new spare chain.
£65. 01646 636 541
(Dale).

PLANT DEWI
CHRISTMAS CARDS
FOR SALE
Gaynor had some
Plant Dewi
Christmas cards
for sale.
Plant Dewi is
the Diocesan
Charity.

The West Wales Activities Group—a brief introduction.
The West Wales Activities Group (WWAG) was founded in January of this year
by a group of enthusiastic local volunteers, who joined forces to set up a new
organisation with the aim of promoting the wellbeing of children, young people
and adults in West Wales. The objectives of WWAG are based on those of the
Wellbeing of Future Generations Act (Welsh Government 2015) -the creation
of a more prosperous, more resilient, healthier, more equal and more cohesive
and vibrant community.
Volunteers to date include: Sharon Bryon, Sam Butts, Matthew Harries, Nia Marshall, John Mecklenburgh, Rosemary Mecklenburgh, Gareth Reynolds, David
Sneddon, Jude Stamp, Sue Twidale and Luke Warlow,We aim to provide access
to outdoor activities for children, young people, families and individuals of all
ages, offering them the necessary training, skills and equipment to fully participate in the outdoors; promoting both respect for and stewardship of the environment.
We want to encourage new people to engage in activities which might have previously been beyond their reach. We intend to carry out fundraising activities to
meet this aim and to ensure the on-going development and sustainability of the
group.
Through channeling our energies into fundraising and project co-ordination, we
intend to utilise the skills and enthusiasm of local outdoor activity providers including The West Wales Watersports Centre & Dale Yacht Club; local environmental artists Sean & Wendy Kehoe, and field scientists from the Dale Fort Field
Studies Centre, allowing us to make the most of what Pembrokeshire has to
offer, accessible to all members of our community, including local schools and
community groups.
If you would like to find out more about our new group, take a look at our website wwag.org, or if you, would like to volunteer, offer your services as an activity supplier, or take advantage of this new facility for yourself or your own community group, please contact our secretary Sue Twidale via email
suetwidale@hotmail.com or telephone 01646 636687
We are very grateful to our communities for their interest in this new voluntary
venture.

" Peninsular Songsters"
director EMMA HALLS
IF you love singing and a bit of a social come
and join our friendly group on Tuesday nights at
Marloes hall 7.30PM
( REFRESHMENTS INCLUDED)
First visit free.

Coastlands Local History Group (CIO)
The bad weather defeated us! The talk by David James had to be postponed to
make sure we all stayed safe and sound. We hope to be able to rearrange the talk
next year. November sees the last talk in our 2017 programme. Once again we
welcome Dr Toby Driver and Dan Hunt from RCAHMW who will be giving us an
overview of the new CHERISH (Climate, Heritage and Environments of Reefs, Islands and Headlands) project. This talk will be in Marloes Village Hall on wed 15th
November at 7.30pm. We hope to welcome you all then. We are always open to
new members but all talks are open to everyone. As a group we are looking to
start the enormous task of digitising our archive so we can access items much more
swiftly than at present. If anyone out there is interested in helping we would love to
hear from you

Merlin Theatre

Pembrokeshire
College
Haverfordwest
Full programme :
www.haverfordwest-film-society.org.uk
9TH Nov MUSTANG 2016 TURKEY Dir:

Domestic Goddess
~ Est 2011

All daily chores & jobs covered including Cleaning, Ironing, Laundry,
Shopping & helping with pets.
(if there’s anything I can do to make
your day easier, just ask)

Also available to clean Rental
Properties, Holiday Lets, Caravans,
Shops etc. Fully insured &
references available
£15 for 1 hour or £12.50 per hr for
2 or more hours
Email Paula on:
Domesticgoddess.meriden
@gmail.com
Tel: 07704788728

Deniz Gamze Erguven
In a village in Northern Turkey, Lale and
her four sisters play innocently with some
boys on the way home from school. The
perceived immorality of their behaviour sets
off a scandal that has repercussions affecting the sisters’ passion for freedom.

16TH Nov EMBRACE OF THE SERPENT
2015 SOUTH AMERICA Dir: Ciro Guerra
The story of the relationship between Karamakate, an Amazonian shaman and last
survivor of his people, and two scientists
who have worked together over 40 years to
search the area for a sacred healing plant. A
film that honours both the mystery and majesty of a lost world.

23RD Nov HUNT FOR THE
WILDERPEOPLE 2016 NEW ZEALAND
Dir: Taika Waltiti
Raised on hip-hop and foster care, defiant
city kid Ricky gets a fresh start in the New
Zealand bush with a new family. When a
tragedy strikes he goes on the run with his
cantankerous foster uncle Hec.

Adults £4.50 Students £2.50

Marloes & St Brides Village Hall News
We had a successful fundraising Bingo event which raised more than £560.00 towards
the general running and upkeep of the hall. Thank you to everyone who generously
contributed prizes, gave cash donations and to all who attended. A special thank you
to Mr. Derek Davies our caller for the evening. Fun was had by all and several
Capestone Free Range Organic Chickens have been enjoyed since! The History
Group gave us a copy of a parish tithe map which has been oak framed and acrylic
glazed and is now hanging in the hall. The Community Council allocated a £100.00
donation that they had received from a regular visitor to the village towards this cost.
We are continually looking to carry out general maintenance to preserve the fabric of
the building and improve facilities at the hall. This summer the east facing rear extension wall has been re-rendered and new guttering has been fixed to the south rear
extension roof. A new door handle has been fitted to the internal front door and the
window blinds are now fully operational. Thanks to Phil Griffiths and Phil Twidale for
their hard work and Dale Sailing for the mechanics. An autumn clean has been undertaken and the hall is sparkling! Huge thanks to Jenny Gillespie and Louise Beal. We
would like to remind hirers of the hall that any events that are not for profit or are
fundraising for charitable gain are covered by our hall insurance. If you are organising
an event that is for personal gain you are not covered by our insurance and will need
to arrange further cover.
There is now a Marloes Village Facebook page so please follow and keep in touch!
The Hall Committee

Think you know all about the seashore!
Think again
Dale WI invite you to an open meeting at Dale Coronation Hall
when Tenby’s ‘Silent World’ will be bringing a whole range of sea
creatures and revealing so much.
All ages welcome
Tuesday 21st November at 7.30.
Tea, coffee and biscuits provided.

RNLI FUND RAISER.

It was a wonderful night enjoyed by all who attended.. A very big
THANY YOU to all who came and gave so generously, and to all
who gave donations. The evening raised the magnificent total of
£690 which has been handed over to the Hakin Branch of the RNLI.

St Ishmaels Sports Club
Saturday November 4th
There will be fireworks at The Sports Club starting at 1830. Hot dogs
and soup will be available. There will not be a bonfire.
Saturday November 11th
The club will host a quiz and curry night. The Quizmaster will be Mr
Martin Cheshire and the entry fee is £20 per team of 4 (£5 per person).
Curry will also be available for non-quiz team members at a reasonable
price.
The quiz will start at 2000
Halloween
Any information about Halloween will be posted on the village notice boards.

Dale Community Forum
Wednesday 29th November at 6.30pm
in the Jubilee Room.
-------------------------------------------------Annual Meeting for all Dale residents
There will be a short report on group activities which have taken place over the last
year, the finances and elections for the committee.
------------------------------------------------------------------This will be followed by the film club film, which is about an awful lot of whisky which
arrives on the shore of a Scottish island, posing a real dilemma for the inhabitants.
(Even if you don’t live in Dale you are welcome to come along to the meeting).

The Wales Badger Found Dead collection service commenced on
the 1 September 2017.
The Wales Veterinary Science Centre will be operating this contract.
If anyone comes across a dead badger carcase they should phone
01970 612374 for further information and instructions.

Pembrokeshire NFU

News from The Clock House, Marloes.
Hi, Sam here from the Clock House Marloes, just introducing ourselves. We are a Father/Daughter venture, new to Pembrokeshire, but very sociable people who would
love to become valuable members of the community. We hope to open the Cafe in
February when we have finished all the alterations and refurbishments we are planning. The Cafe will be serving locally sourced produce so if any supplier would like to
give us a bell with quotes or a brochure that would be grand. We plan to offer evening
meals. We are keeping the gift shop so if any local craft people would like to display
their wares, they are more than welcome to pop in for a chat. In The Clock House we
are aiming for a warm, welcoming, relaxed atmosphere, and we are very excited for
the future.
Samantha and Peter Trimby

The Secret Life of Puffins
The puffins on Skomer are numerous
Their appearance exceedingly curious
They live in long burrows
And drown all their sorrows
With Absinthe and tales long and humorous
Anon

The Old Stables Heritage Centre

OPEN
EVERY
THURSDAY
10.00am—12 noon
The Old Stables Heritage Centre is open every THURSDAY
morning 10am - 12.00 noon. If you, or anyone you know, wishes to visit The Heritage
Centre any other time please contact Margaret 636295.

RECYCLING: Coastlands School will be accepting donations of many
household items (e.g. textiles, homeware) in November for a recycling initiative so please if you can hold on to any unwanted items until then!
WINSEL RECYCLING
Just a reminder that the recycling centre at Winsel is now running on winter
opening times, so they are CLOSED on Wed and Thur.

ST ISHMAEL CARNIVAL COMMITTEE EVENT
With a wide selection of stalls, an ideal place
to start your Christmas shopping

WINTER FAIR
SUNDAY 26th NOVEMBER
ST ISHMAELS SPORTS CLUB
From 1.00pm
Eat, drink and be merry!
Children's’ entertainment

Food and Drink
Local crafts

Cakes and goodies

Raffle

Give something back this Christmas to TyHafan Children's Hospice donations of unwanted toys and clothing will be gratefully received.
Sponsored by EGG NEXT DOOR

ST ISHMAELS FORUM
St Ishmael’s Forum will meet at the Brook
Inn on Monday 27th November at 7pm.
All residents welcome.

Fairy Rings
This article was prompted by the sight of
fairy rings on the Lord’s cricket pitch during the Test Match against the West Indies.
The commentators were much exercised
by the sight of these green rings in the turf,
and there were even a couple of small
ones actually on the closely mown wicket.
There was quite a lot of inaccurate chat
about what causes them, and headlines in
the papers such as “Lords pitch infected by
fairy rings”. So here is the lowdown on
fairy rings, hopefully reasonably accurate.
Fairy rings are caused by one of a wide range of fungi, but the most common in the UK on
lawns and cultivated turf is Marasmius oreades, not unsurprisingly known as the Fairy Ring
Champignon. The fungus starts to grow at a single point but soon runs out of nutrients, It
therefore spreads outwards from a central point into more fertile areas. As it grows it
breaks down detritus in the soil, converting it into nitrogen-rich chemicals, which cause the
grass at that point to go bright green. The area behind the spreading fungus becomes depleted of nutrient - the grass therefore looks very sickly and sometimes dies. The overall
effect is a spreading circle of bright green with brownish unhealthy grass just inside. The
final flourish is often a ring of small brown toadstools which appear in the autumn. These
are edible. I tried them once, harvested from a ring on our lawn in our garden near
Wisbech – they were OK but nothing to write home about. And you have to be careful –
some of the fairy ring-forming toadstools are poisonous.
The shape of fairy rings is often irregular, but in the case of the Lord’s pitch, they were very
regular circles, probably because of the fine and regular turf. Fairy rings can expand by
about 1 foot per year, so the Lord’s rings must be several years old - it is a bit of a mystery
that they have never been noticed before! They can keep on growing and can reach hundreds of feet in diameter, though the usual lawn varieties do not seem to get that big.
So how can you “cure” fairy rings? Well, you can’t! There used to be a noxious range of
chemicals which could be used but they are all banned now. There are a number of treatments available to professional green-keepers and groundsmen but none of them are a foolproof cure. You can dig up the grass and replant but you may need to go down about a foot
to remove all the mycelia. So if you have one in your lawn just enjoy it, together with all the
other autumn fungi around at the moment.
Having said that, I’m not sure I have ever seen a fairy ring on a lawn in Pembrokeshire.
However, Peter assures me there are several at Castlemartin, though these may be caused
by a different fungus, and there are definitely some in the grasslands at Stackpole Head.
Rosemary Royle
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